A number of animal learning experiments have been reported which involve a variable referred to as delayed reward or delayed reinforcement. This variable is usually characterized by a period of delay, spatial or temporal or both, between the occurrence of an instrumental response and the rewarding or reinforcing of that response. Examination of the results of the various experiments reveals striking differences in the degrees of learning which obtain with different lengths of reinforcement delay.
.
When a 2-second delay occurs between the response and the reinforcing state of affairs, the pooled curve for successive latencies resembles in form that for the o-delay group. However, the rate of change appears to be somewhat less than that for the o-delay group, and the median latency reached after 50 trials is longer than for the imme-
